et al.: JMU Debate ranks No. 5 nationally
[JMU Debate]

(Left): The JMU Capital Markets Lab, open to any student who
completes the necessary training, is used most often by higher
level financial courses such as advanced finance, risk analysis,
investment and financial management. It is also a tool used frequently by the Madison Investment Fund group, which manages
$100,000 in JMU Foundation Inc. funds.

experience on their resumes
gives students an invaluable
leg-up during job searches.
In addition, many students
choose to rake the Bloomberg Assessment Tests and
earn a "Bloomberg Essentials" certification, which
Semaan regards as "almost
the equivalent to having a
second degree." The handson learning rhar rhe Capital
Markers Lab provides "makes
students more marketable,"
says Andrews, who also served
as president of the studentoperated Madison Investment
Fund. "We have access to the
same rools as professionals.
You can't get better experience than this."
The use of the Bloomberg
program not only gives Dukes
a world of experience beyond
other students at the same level,
but it also increases productivity. Tasks that previously
would have taken three to four
hours and data collection that
can take months, is now done
in the time it rakes to click a
button. This then allows students to spend time in more
valuable ways, like interpreting

data and analyzing appropriate
actions. Semaan says he initially
noticed the huge effects of the
lab in the quality of student
presentations. Students are
able to get derails they couldn't
before and take their stock
pitches a step further with high
quality, professional data. The
resources of the lab also help
students keep up with developments in the industry, which
according to Semaan is why
students are so successful when
they leave JMU.
The systems allow students
to take concepts that were
once abstract discussions and
apply them to real-life cases.
Students, who once simply
discussed how natural disasters affect economies, can
now use these resources to
find and examine the actual
data describing how Hurricane Katrina affected the U.S.
economy. Expanding the use
of the lab to the entire campus and students of any major
is the next phase of the lab. ffi

* Learn more about the

Capital Markets Lab at
www.jmu.edu/cob/finance/
tradinglab.shtml.

JMU Debate
ranks No. 5
nationally

D

BY GABRIELLE PICCININNI ('1 1)

ebate is nor an
activity intended
to establish absolute truths or even
arrive at agreement. Instead,
debate provides a forum for
reasoned argumentation and
rigorous analysis of opposing
viewpoints, with the intent
to enlighten rhe masses.
Mahatma Gandhi once said,
"Honest debate is often a
good sign of progress." Intercollegiate debate is no different as it fosters understanding and cooperation, while
demanding critical thinking,
effective communication,
independent research and
teamwork.
JMU's debate program
was established in 1968 and
consists of Policy Debate and
the Madison Debate Society,
formed in 2010. Offering
novice, junior varsity and
varsity levels, JMU Debate
is open to all students but
requires a special breed of
dedication. It is the only
extracurricular activity on

JMU Debate, which includes
students from varying majors,
ranks No. 5 in the nation.

campus that demands the
research equivalent of a master's level thesis each semester.
Growing both in size and
achievement in the 2011-12
season, JMU Debate ranked
No. 5 in the country according to rhe National Debate
Tournament sweepstakes
rankings. The comprehensive
ranking system measures success across an entire season.
JMU also finished No. 11
in rhe Cross Examination
Debate Association rankings
and No. 2 in the American
Debate Association national
rankings. For three straight
years JMU Debate has placed
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Le Gourmet celebrates 10 years
Signature event raises scholarship monies for hospitality management program
Students and faculty in
the JMU Hospitality
Management Program
will present the 1OthAnn ual Le Gourmet
fundraising event on
Nov. 10 at the U.S .
Chamber of Commerce to welcome and
celebrate with alumni
and friends. The dinner
parry and auction has grown to be an integral part of hospitality education at JMU. The theme of this year's event is "Purple
Rain," which will pay homage to the 1980s. Attendees are encour-
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aged to dress to impress, while being ready to rock the night away
to live music. Le Gourmet is the single largest fundraiser in support of the JMU Hospitality Management Program. The evening
begins at 6 p.m. with a reception and hors d' oeuvres, followed by
dinner, awards and the live auction. Dancing and a silent auction
round out the evening.
Individual seats are $200 or $1 ,800 for a table of 10. Recent
graduates (2009-2012) and JMU parents of hospitality management majors may attend for $100. All proceeds benefit student
scholarships in the hospitality management program. For more
information on rhe program, tickets, rhe silent auction, sponsorships, overnight guest rooms and directions, please visit the
m
program website.

* www.jmulegourmet.com
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'My greatest
success is actually
having an effect
on the way
people think.'

...i

In a debate setting, students "chink on their feet with
lictle in-competition preparation time," Davis explains.
"This quick chinking nature
of debate hones their critical
chinking skills in a way chat
- ZEKE MIHELCIC ('14),
no ocher activity could."
]MU Debate team
Holding to James Madison's
principle that a republican
democracy is healthy only
Cont inued from Page 9
among the top 20 in all three
when informed and civil
national collegiate rankings.
debate thrives, in 2001 the
James Madison Center
JMU Debate attracts students from all academic dispartnered with the debate
ciplines and the JMU team is
program to found the annual
unique in the number of its
Madison Cup tournament.
debaters studying the natural
Made possible through
sponsorship from the Arthur
sciences. Regardless of academic backgrounds, the team
N. Rupe Foundation, the
is held together by the same
Madison C up is a unique
Madison camaraderie found
intercollegiate debate, which
throughout campus. While
combines the excitement and
debaters engage in verbal
challenge of tournament competition with the relevance
duels, armed with differing
opinions, "every single person
and empowerment of a public
audience and audience paris always just as happy to see
their teammates excel as they
ticipation. The Rupe Foundawould be for themselves," says tion recently awarded JMU
Nikki Cone ('12).
a $49,000 grant to be used
The 2011-12 team included for the Madison Cup tourna32 debaters and eight coaches
ment and to establish a public
- a stark difference from
debate class. Offered chis fall
when program director and
semester, the course is open
communication professor
to all students and will be cotaugh t by Davis; Paul Mabrey,
Mike Davis came to JMU
assistant director of debate;
in 2006 as the sole coach of
and Kathy Clarke, communiseven debaters. Although the
largest JMU team to dace, the
cation studies librarian.
"It's not the wins or losses
squad is considerably smaller
than most of its competitors
chat count, but rather the
and operates on a significantly
impacts arguments have on
smaller budget than the ocher
people," says math major
Zeke Mihelcic ('14). "So,
top 50 teams.
JMU has become a formida- my greatest success is actually
ble team among elite collegiate having an effect on the way
debate and earned 43 indipeople think."
vidual top speakers awards chis
Keeping an eye on increased
participation, Davis says the
season. Nine JMU students
real secret to JMU Debate's
were named National Debate
success is never being satisScholars - the equivalent
fied with previous accomof All-American - for their
performances. Political sciplishments. "We certainly
feel chat we should celebrate
ence and history major Mark
Waugh ('12) and communicaour successes," he says, "but
at the end of the day unless I
tions major Oliver Brass ('13)
am looking forward to what
were also named to the CEDA
we can accomplish next, I am
All-American team, placing
doing a disservice to our stuthe rwo among the top 30
dents and to JMU." ffl
debaters in the country.
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2012 Google Online Marketing Challenge winners (l•r): Tara
Goode ('12), Rachel Krause ('12) and Nlcole Behr ('12). This
marks the third consecutive year that a JMU team has taken
the top regional prize In the Google Marketing Challenge.

[College of llullnenJ

JMU takes top Americas prize
in Google marketing challenge
BY PATRICIA L. MAY
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